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Using Giovanni As An Exploratory Tool

The Burning Man Festival is held annually at the Black Rock Desert Playa in North West Nevada.   Over 50,000 people attended the 2011 festival which was held from August 29 through September 5th.

In this activity you will design an exploratory study using the Giovanni tool to answer the following question: Is it likely that the Burning Man Festival has caused increased airborne aerosol production in the vicinity of the festival?  

If your exploratory study shows a positive relationship then the next step would be to look at individual data files.   If there does not seem to be a relationship then perhaps no further study is warranted. 

When you design your study you will need to determine if Giovanni is giving reasonable results of if the data is possibly misleading.

The approximate location of the burning man festival is 40.8 N and -119.2 W
The Giovanni Home Page is here:

http://giovanni.gsfc.nasa.gov
Step 1:  Outline the steps you would take to answer the study question.   Include any steps you can take to determine if your results are reliable.

Step 2: Describe what you did in your exploratory study and your results.

Step 3:  What is your conclusion?
