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June 11 - 14, 2012

Introductory Exercise for Aeronet

Go to http://aeronet.gsfc.nasa.gov
Select Aerosol Optical Depth in the upper left corner or click on the map in the center of the page.

Look for sites that have a long data record by clicking on 

Total Data Years > 5.

Click on South America in the map.

Select one of the remaining sites by clicking on the site name under the map.
Select a month from 2009 that has several days with high values of AOD.

Site name:

Month:

Is the AOD for this month mostly large particles (likely dust), mostly small particles (likely smoke) or a combination?  
What parameter(s) did you use to make this determination?

Find one day with very high AOD for your chosen site in this month

Record the following:

Date:

Total AOD at 500:

Fine AOD:

Coarse AOD:

Angstrom Exponent:

Use the “data display controls” to look at some of the additional information available for one of your sites for your chosen day

Download the AOD data for this site.

Click on “Return to World Map”
Click on 2012

Select AOT Level 1.5 and then Level 2.0 to see the difference in the number of available sites.

Click on “Back to whole time period”

Click on the map to zoom in on the Nevada-California region.

Try to find a site that has several days of AOD above 0.5 at 500 nm within a month.

The most efficient way to do this is, after clicking on a site name, to click on the different years in the table above the plot on the left-hand side of the page to get an overview of the yearly AOD.  You can then select a month with high AOD.

For your selected site record the following:
Site Name:                                Month:
Monthly Average Value of:
Total AOD 500 nm :________________________
Angstrom Exponent:________________________
Fine Fraction: _____________________________

